
Combined Appropriotion

History of the term for woter wells exempt from permitting

1987 - "Combined opproprioiion" introduced into low. Not defined in stotute.

85-2-306' MCA - Appropriotions of less thon t 0O gollons per minute exempt from q
permit, "excepf that o combined appropriotion from the some source from two or more wells or
devefoped springs exceeding this limitotion reguires o permil."

1987 - Administrqfive rule defines combined oppropriorion os:

An oppropriotion of woter from the some source oquifer by two or more ground
woter developments, the purpose of which, in the deportment's iudgment, could hove been
occomplished by o single oppropriotion.

Ground woter developments need not be physicolly connected nor hove a common
distribution system to be considered o 'combined oppropriotion.'They con be seporote
developed springs or wells lo seporote ports of o proieci or development. Such wells ond
springs need not be developed simultoneously. They con be developed groduolly or in
increments. The omount of woter opproprioted for the entire proiect or development from
these ground woter developments in the some source oquifer is the 'combined

oppropriotion.

| 991 - Legisloture chonges exemplion to 35 gpm/l O AF. Combined oppropriotion not defined.

85-2-306, MCA - A permit is not required before opproprioting ground wqter by meons

of q well or developed spring with o moximum oppropriotion of 35 gollons o minute or less, not
to exceed I 0 ocre-feet o yeor, excepl thal o combined appropriolion from the some source from
two or more wells or developed springs exceeding this limitotion reguires a permil.

| 993 - Administrotive rule chonges definition of combined oppropriotion to:

An oppropriqtion of woter from the some source oquifer by two or more ground
wqter developments, thot ore physically monifold into the some system. (This is the
definition in effect todoy).

2005 - HB403. Died. Defined combined oppropriotion os:

Any ground woter development consisting of two or more wells or developed
springs, regordless ol whether their diversion worfts ore physically connecled or not, thot ore
developed in connection with o moior or minor subdivision.
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2006 - Gollotin County petition for rulemoking. Not odopled. Defined combined oppropriotion
os on oppropriotion by:

(o) o second or ony subsequent well, drilled ofter [the effective dote of this

rule], on o troct of record in existence on [the effective dote of this rule] thot
iogelher with all wells on fhol troct exceed the flow rote or volume limitotions of
85-2-306(3)(o), MCA; or

(b) ony well on o troct of record, which is creoted by subdivision ofter [the
effective dote of this rulel ond is subiect to review under Title 76, Chopter 4,
MCA;

(c) Excepl thot o ground woter oppropriotion for use by livestock only is
not considered to be port of o combined oppropriotion

2OO9 - Clork Fork Coolition petition for rulemoking. Not odopted. Defined combined

oppropriotion os:

An oppropriotion of woter from the some source oquifer by two or more wells or
developed spn:n-gs that ore part ol fhe sqrne pra'iecl, development, or subdivision. Two or more wells

or developed springs thot ore port of the some proiect, development, or subdivision ore
presumed to oppropriote woter from the some source oquifer.

2OO9 - SBl7. Died. Permit for certqin subdivisions. No definition of combined oppropriotion.

20l | - HB.433. Died. Defined combined oppropriqtion os:

An oppropriqtion of woter from the some source oquifer by two or more wells or
developed springs for the some beneficiol use thot ore physicolly connecled lhrough o distribution

sysfern.

2Ol3 - HB56l. Died. Defined combined oppropriotion os:

An oppropriotion of woter from the sqme source oquifer by two or more wells or
devefoped springs thot ore physicolly manilold and prl o( the some delivery syslem when the woler
is pul to use on lhe some prcel where the wells or developed spr'ngs ore locofed.

2Ol3 - SBl9. Possed Legisloture, vetoed by governor. Defined in stotute combined

oppropriotion os:

An oppropriotion of woter from the some source oquifer by two or more wells or
developed springs thot ore physically connecled into lhe some syslem.



20l3 - Proposed qdministrotive rule. Defines combined oppropriotion os:

Two or more wells or developed springs from the some source oquifer thot ore:

(o) physicolly connected into o single system;

(b) locoted within 1 ,320 feet of one snother ond ore on the some troct of
record;

(c) within o subdivision qs defined in76-3-103, MCA, or: lond thot is
divided under 76-3-20I snd76-3-202, MCA, with 40 ocres or less which moy not
exceed ten qcre-feet per yeor, including ony subsequent subdivision or division of
lond thereof; or

{d) within o subdivision os definedinT6-3-'103, MCA, or lond thot is
divided under 76-3-201 snd76-3-207, MCA, with more thon 40 ocres which moy
not exceed ten ocre-feet per yeor for every 40 ocres or 0.25 ocre-foot per yeor
for every odditionol ocre over 40 ocres in the subdivision or division of lond,
including ony subsequent subdivision or division of lond thereof.
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